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General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean Introduction
The General Fisheries 

Commission of the Mediterranean

o Year of establishment
1949 (Agreement adopted pursuant to Article XIV of the FAO 
Constitution)

o Objectives
Ensure the conservation and sustainable use, at the biological, social, 
economic and environmental level, of living marine resources 
Ensure sustainable development of aquaculture

o Area of application
The Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea

o Members:
24 Parties: 19 Med. States, 3 Black Sea States
Japan and the European Union
3 Cooperating non-Contracting Parties
Strong cooperation with the Russian Federation

o Headquarters
Rome 



Key facts and challenges in the Black Sea for implementing 
conservation and sustainable development of bio-resources

Address decreasing and fluctuating 
catches

Mitigate pollution and the effect 
of alien species

Halt IUU fishing

Boost cooperation among 
riparian countries and build 
capacity



Effectiveness of existing conventions:landmark GFCM work 
and recent achievements in the Black Sea

ωImplementation of a sub-regional approach (Working 
Group on Black Sea andBlackSea4Fish project)

ωAdoption of multi-annual fisheries management 
plans to preserver commercial stocks of the Black Sea

ωRoadmap to fight IUU fishing in the Black Sea

ωMid-term strategyfor fisheries (2017-2020) 

ωSpecific strategy for aquaculture

ωProvision of technical assistance

ωFederating efforts through common initiatives to 
enhance Cooperation in the Black Sea, including 
ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ(e.g. High-Level 
Conference)

Black sea 
turbot 
fisheries and 
picked 
dogfish 

Regional Conference 
Aquaculture (Italy, 2014)

High-level conference on 
the Black Sea (Romania, 
2016)



Balance between the interests of multiple 
stakeholders: the case of the Bucharest Declaration 
(High-Level Conference on enhancing cooperation in 

Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture,25/10/2016) 


